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TO: IMMEDIATE GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT, WHITE HOUSE 

FROM: AMBASSADOR HELMS, TEHRAN 

PLEASE DELIVER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS MARCH 18. 
REFS: A. TEHRAN 



B. WH 40730 

1. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AS SOON AS 



2 . 



, — — -j: ■— 



MET GENERAL BARZANI AND DR. 

UtHMAN WITH THEIR SAVAK LIAISON OFFICER EVENING 16 MARCH AND 
WITH GENERAL NASSIRI, CHIEF OF SAVAK^QN. 1 7 , MARCH; ROTH CON- 
VERSATIONS ARB SUMMARIZED SETPARAtELY BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION ■ 
A SOLICIT YOUR WISHES AS TO H0 W I AND ■ IRANIAN REQUESTS 

FOR MSISTANCE- SHOULD BE HANpLRD., SIMILAR Sp*&ARY BEING 
CABLED 



' r*M 






i. '‘ISIAHI «E THE FOLLOWING POINTS: . 

^tsSSSL • IDA »»*irt'rrtrn "m 



m 



BAMISC NORTHWARD TO V, 



? ALL Ri 









.toft 



NITERS*- "ALL 
Is OF tpE i 






fN T HE NORTH AND S*Q0B ROLlCElOlFiiRS AND MEN WITH Ip 
tiRIR WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION HAVE RALLIED -TO BARZANI . 

"B. HE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THIS to BRER A GREAT P 
POLITICAL SHOCK TO THE BA ' TH REGIME WHICH HAD PROBABLY HOPED p 
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THAT A SUBSTANTIAL ELEMENT OF THE KURDISH COMMUNITY WOULD SEEK 
AN ACCOMMODATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT. THE GOVERNMENT HAS WITH- 
DRAWN ITS GARRISONS FROM THE MOST EXPOSED PLACES IN THE NORTH, 
SUCH AS RAWANDUZ , QALA DIZA, RANIYA* THE ENTIRE TURKISH BORDER 



AREA 



THE IRANIAN BORDER AREA DOWN TO HALABCHA ARE NOW IN 



KURDISH HANDS. BAGHDAD HAS MAINTAINED GARRISONS AT THE TWO 
VITAL DAMS OF DUKAN AND^flJvRBANDI KHAN HOWEVER. 



'.V 



"D. WITH THB INFLUX OF 250,000 PEOPLE AND A VIRTUAL ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE OF- THE KURDISH AREA BY THE GOVERNMENT, BARZANI’S ADMIN- 
ISTRATION REQUIRES NOT ONLY ADDITIONAL ARMS (SURFACE-TO-AIR 
ROCKETS, ANTI-TANK RQCKBTS, AND MORE ANTI-AIRCRAFT MACHINE GUNS) 

BUT ALSO Cl VI DIAN SUPPLIES AND ^ , THEY NEED KHR FQOD, tBNTS, 

CLOTHING. THEY HAVE COMB TO ASK THE SHAH AND ;; THEIR OTHER 
FRIENDS FOR AN. INCREASED LEVEL OF SUPPORT. 

"4. | | T.0LD : BARZ ANI THAT HE WOULD PASS HIS REQUEST ADUNO / 

AND THAT WE WOPD BE DISCUSSING IT, OF COURSE, WITH THE 0 

HO^VeD. . ._.Wh-i^ ;< M rGHT MAKE IT DIFFI- " 

iCDDT FQRfDS TO DO MQRB TlfAtN W- W^gE NOW DOING. J 

VA » \ *'» ' .• *• *. *■ V ‘.Or; i &’Wt 

'! A. : EVEN; IRANIANS - ^o NOT have BAND-HELD GROUND* fD- v>^ 

. O. ■ - : vi o Z:S' VO 0-0 O VV.O . ... \ .... 

4>'-‘ . Ov-*. ' s '■ lOVVvO <0 V 

! .. ’ff. T-._- ... .. ... . -’.-v ■. ’*• - 






Si- '4 ,; - v L j'.'W 

J'-- J .-'iffe? 



" B. | ~ | .oiQANUAjTTQN DOES NOT HAVE UNLIMITED FUNDS 
.AND IT|te WBLt BE CONTElBUDING. THE MAXIMUM AVAILABLE IN ITS . ^ ' 
BUDGBf®6ASH ■PAYMENTS . 

M C. AS HE KNEWy SECURITY AND SECRECY WBRB ESSENTIAL 

V ' ' " ,Y V : O V", 0 * 0^0 ..... • /.'{•' •' ‘ •; ’ / ; ‘ V ’ " ... 'O O.. 

TO THIS PROJECT AND*# |^TEMPT TO RAISE THE LEVEL OF 
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SUPPORT^ SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT SHOULD LEAK IT 
K COULD BE FATAL TO THE CONTINUATION OF THE SUPPORT. 

" 5. BARZANI SAID HE THINKS THAT THE IRAQIS MAY PLAN TO 
BOMB THE KURDS AND THAT THE TURKS MAY COLLABORATE WITH THE 
IRAQIS AS WELL.- HE NOTED THE TURKS HAVE MASSED A LOT OF TROOPS 
ALONG THE BORDER. HE SAID THE KURDS ARE NOT SEEKING, WAR AND 
WOULD LIKE TO AVOID IT BUT THEY REFUSE TO GIVE UP ANY, KURDISH 
TERRITORY. 

"6. BARZANI THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE ROOT OF HIS 
TROUBLE WITH THE BA’TH IS HIS REFUSAL TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
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BA’TH AND THE COMMUNI STS AGAINST I RAN AND THE WEST . HE SAID 
HE HAS TO THINK ABOUT THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE AND IF HE CAN'T 
GET SUFFICIENT SUPPORT FROM IRAN AND THE US* PR RH APS THE BEST 
#t|N6 WOULD BE FOR HIM TO LEAVE THE AREA, SEEK S ASYLUM IN IRAN, 
AND TELL THE KUR&LSH, PEOPLE TO MARE THE BEST URAL THEY CAN WITH 
THE BA'TH. HE WENT ON |H*T^;;HE.ySEES UNLY; TWO / 

GHQICESXEITHER;T0 ACCEPT f HR , EA ' TH AUTONOMfiT ¥rOPOSALS AND JOIN 

ins mmm 



alternative 
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THE KURDE; GOULD PAAY >RpR THE 

*i - V. |r >' 

fTH ANTl-EAflH *laB' EpM|NTS TO wf^N 

.;^;pME. ; ; ' 

”8. BARZANI SAID HE WOULD LIKE IRANIAN APPROVAL TO SET UP 
AND PROTECT AN IRA^T IN THE NORTH 
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WHICH WOULD CLAIM TO BE THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNME NT OF IRAQ. BUT 
WOULD IRAN AND THE USA RECOGNIZE AND SUPPORT IT? L ^~SAID THAT HCL 
BELIEVEJfMUCH PREPARATORY GROUNDWORK WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE BEFORE 
SUCH AN ACTION WOULD BE FEASIBLE AND CREDIBLE. 1 [aSKED HIM TO 
IDENTIFY THE ARAB IRAQI LEADERS WHO COULD FORM SUCH A GOVERNMENT. 



HE SAID HE WOULD NOT REVEAL THEIR NAMES FOR SECURITY < 'REASONS 



UNTIL THE APPROPRIATE TIME. 



IMPRESSION IS' THAT'OTHEY HAVE 



NO SUBSTANTIAL GROUP OF ANTI-BA'TH ARAB LEADERS WHO ARE PREPARED 
TO COLLABORATE AT THIS TIME. 

•f 9> HE REPEATED HIS STRONG DESIRE TO MEET THE AMBASSADOR 



AND TO GO TO SEE DR. KISSINGER. !£L REPEATED ALL THE VALID XXX 
REASONS WHY THIS WOULD NOT BB DESIRABLE OR EVEN FEASIBLE. HE 
SAID THAT .WHEN HE K ^PO ^JR0E ^ PFt > 

KISSINGER TO RECEIVE HIM. MAYBE DR. KISSINGER WOULD INTERCEDE 
WITH GROMYKO, TO GET THE RUSSIANS TO TELL IRAQIS NOT TO 
ATTACK THE KJU RDS. 

Mio*. IMPRESSION IS THAT W0AT TnRY MOST WANT FROM US 
NOW IS .MORE MONEY AND ORDNANCE.- FROM THE IRANIANS THEY WANT 



AND pq|iT|iA^ 
ELOO AND 



<&£ w.. 



ii- . ’Si' 



ITH MUCH TO ARM THE REFUGEES, 






sToefcs of • 






seen 'largely Bbpletbd by otfR 

:< ■ ; - ■ ■ ” ' .. ‘ . •’ 

[&{’ Tufe ARE SOME ITEMS LEFT vlWICH 



would'Bee' useful . n ' , 

M -n. on- 17 march general; nasJri ^capitulated thb SITUATION 

IN KURDEGT^IAS DESCRIBED BY GENERAL EA^ANI • HE STRESSED 



THAT TURKISH. MILITARY FORCES WERE S BALING THE BORDER TO THE 
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NORTH OF BARZANI'S FORCES AND THAT IRAQ HAS IMPOSED AN ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE. HE SAID THE KURDS NEED: 

A. GROUND-TO-AIR MISSILES, 

B. ANTI-AIRCRAFT MACHINE GUNS, 

C. ANTI-TANK MISSILES, 

D. MORE- RIFLES. 

THEY ALSO NEED TENTS, CLOTHING, FOODSTUFFS, AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES. 
3oTED THAT WE HAD SOME ADDITIONAL AMMUNITION FOR 



" 12 . 



PROVIDED 
SAID 



THE 12. 7MM HEAVY MACHINE GUNS AND NOTED THAT WE HAD 
SAVAK WITH $25,000 WITH WHICH TO PURCHASE GAS MASKS. 

^4 WOULD TRANSMIT- THE IRANIAN AND KURDISH REQUESTS TO 'If HEAD- 
QUARTERS AFTER DISCUSSING THE SITUATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR. 

MENTi||&j) That in his talk 



"13. 



THE PRECEEDING 



DAY GENERAL BAR&AWI HAD SURFACED THE POSSIBILITY THAT IF HE 
DID NOT RECEIVE SUPPICIENT SUPPORT HE MIGHT DECI8E TO GIVE UP 

•'./'•-.v • ''i\ ... '\^:y r 4v 

: THE STRUSQLB, SEEK I^YLUM IN ■ IRAN A|*D R|GOMMEND fQ HIS PEOPLE 
TJ$t 




THE US TO PR^iEE iHCRfiAElDvSU^ORT. G^NERAV 

„ • ' . • ** ' ,<- 7- * . ; ■ ; _ . * r H.lr ' ' ** 7' T " V % r ' V. - • ‘ / 

■ THAT SUPPORT 

FOR B ARZ^I lHC|ffiAlED SiNCE. BAEZAHI HAS NO OPTION 

BUT TO CARE FOR THE^ILtlOlt' AND ONB HAEp PEOPLE MHO ARE IN HIS 
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14. BEFORE WE PROCEED FURTHER WITH THE IRANIAN GOVERN- 
MENT OR THE KURDS, WE WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE KNOWING HOW 
YOU WANT THIS HANDLED. 




released: 







<• r - 

’r. V ' . t . • • ; , A; •. 










